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by the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
ROS-LEHTINEN). The act would convey a
parcel of land held by the Bureau of
Prisons to the Miami Dade College,
which is adjacent to the Bureau of
Prisons facility. The parcel of land is
now used as a parking lot by the Bu-
reau of Prisons facility.

As a result of this act, the college
will be permitted to use the parcel as a
site for the new building that will in-
clude a garage parking area. That
parking area will contain 118 secured
parking spaces that will be designated
for use by the Bureau of Prisons.

This conveyance outlined in this bill
will benefit both the Bureau of Prisons
and the Miami Dade College. The De-
partment of Justice has reviewed the
bill, and does not oppose its enactment.
I urge my colleagues to support H.R.
838.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, 1
would like to yield such time as she
may consume to the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN).

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
am so pleased to see that the Miami
Dade College Land Conveyance Act is
before the House today. This is a great
example of Federal-local partnerships
truly benefiting both Miami Dade Col-
lege and the Bureau of Prisons. This
bill will facilitate the construction of a
new educational facility in downtown
Miami as well as provide secured park-
ing for the Bureau of Prisons.

Miami Dade College has been an es-
sential institution in South Florida for
over half a century. It was born of the
idea that anyone with a desire to get a
college degree should be given that op-
portunity.

By 1967, the college was the largest
institution of higher education in our
great State of Florida. Today, it has
built upon that position, and is now the
largest institution of higher education
in the United States, serving over
160,000 students last year, all the while
maintaining an affordable and excep-
tional course of study.

Miami Dade College has been instru-
mental in the development and success
of thousands of students, and I am
proud to say that my father, my broth-
er and I are all graduates of this fine
institution. It serves our community
with fine distinction. In fact, 96 per-
cent of the students enrolled at Miami
Dade College are residents from our
local area. Just 2 years ago, the college
reached a truly incredible milestone. It
welcomed its 1.5 millionth student. We
are only a community of 2.3 million, so
the sheer amount of lives that the col-
lege has influenced is astonishing.

When I say that Miami Dade College
is central to the educational, social
and cultural fabric of South Florida,
know that this is no exaggeration. The
college also embodies the essence of di-
versity. Almost 80 percent of its stu-
dents come from a minority back-
ground. It enrolls more minorities than
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any other college or university in the
United States, and in Florida, 33 per-
cent of all minority students attending
community colleges are attending
Miami Dade College.

This bill will allow for the much
needed expansion of the facilities in
downtown Miami, and it will allow the
college to offer more courses to more
students. All this has been made pos-
sible by the stellar performance, lead-
ership and guidance of the college
president, Dr. Eduardo J. Padron, him-
self an alum of Miami Dade College. He
is a man of unyielding strength and a
passion for education. He has spent his
entire career making sure that all stu-
dents have the tools and the opportuni-
ties to succeed. His time at Miami
Dade College has been defined by
growth and greater academic accredi-
tation. He has truly made a positive
difference in the lives of countless indi-
viduals, and I commend him for all
that he continues to do in support of
our college.

I thank the Speaker; I thank the
Members who have given me this op-
portunity, and I urge all Members to
vote in favor of this legislation, sup-
porting a fine institution of higher
learning and the many wonderful stu-
dents who will benefit from this expan-
sion.

I thank the gentleman for his time,
and I thank my good friend from Texas
(Ms. JACKSON-LEE) for her time as well.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, let me congratulate the gen-
tlewoman for not only providing this
facilitation for this institution of high-
er learning but for helping out the Bu-
reau of Prisons, which is the Judiciary
Committee’s jurisdiction.

As I close, let me just acknowledge
the legislation, H. Res. 290, that Con-
gresswoman BARBARA LEE offered
today and add my sympathy to the
people of California. I thank Congress-
woman LEE for bringing forward legis-
lation that honors the lives that were
lost—Sergeant Mark Dunakin, Ser-
geant Ervin Romans, Sergeant Daniel
Sakai, and Officer John Hege, who were
members of the Oakland Police Depart-
ment in California.

In the month of May, we will be hon-
oring law enforcement officers who
have fallen across America. We have
done that every year since I have been
in the United States Congress. Trag-
ically and sadly, we will do it again,
even honoring those who have come
from Texas and Houston. So H. Res. 290
has my sympathy as well. Before I
closed, I wanted to acknowledge that.

Let me now close on this legislation,
H.R. 838, and indicate my support and
ask my colleagues to support this leg-
islation.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
JACKSON-LEE) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 838, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
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rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO
BOARD OF VISITORS TO UNITED
STATES NAVAL ACADEMY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to 10 U.S.C. 6968(a), and the order of
the House of January 6, 2009, the Chair
announces the Speaker’s appointment
of the following Members of the House
to the Board of Visitors to the United
States Naval Academy:

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER, Maryland

Mr. CUMMINGS, Maryland

Mr. KLINE, Minnesota

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, New Jersey

———

THE ECONOMIC CRISIS

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, tomorrow and for the rest of
the week, this body will engage in a
very important, principled debate that
really responds to the calamity that we
have been facing over the last 6 to 8
months, and that is the economic cri-
sis.

The administration has put forward
its initiative that addresses the prin-
ciples of a budget. This Congress, along
with several caucuses, has offered
budgets to be able to address the pain
of the American people.

What I am so proud of and the reason
I am standing here today is that Demo-
crats have come together around prin-
ciples that will help to heal the econ-
omy: the infusion of dollars into edu-
cation, into health care, a continued
commitment to energy reform, and the
review of energy opportunities across,
if you will, the spectrum of resources.
Certainly, we recognize the needs of
our veterans and of our soldiers across
the land.

I hope we will have a vigorous debate
on behalf of the American people.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. POE of Texas addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

HONORING THE LIFE, SERVICE
AND HEROISM OF ARMY SER-
GEANT SCOTT B. STREAM
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.
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